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Sir: 

In response to the Office Action dated January 14, 2004, which set a 3-month 
shortened statutory period for response thereto, please amend the above-captioned patent 
application as follows. A Petition for a 3-month extension of time under 37 C.F.R. § 
07/27/2004 DWLLI^^^oy^^ f e £<P&fied in 37 C.F.R. § L17(a), is filed concurrently herewith. 
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ordinary skill in the art would be able to determine other hybridization variants by their 
common activity and critical special feature as an ABC transporter. It is clear, therefore, 
that a person of ordinary skill in the art would recognize what the inventors have claimed. 

For the reasons presented above, and in conjunction with the evidence presented 
herein, applicants respectfully request that the rejection be withdrawn. 

Conclusion 

For at least the foregoing reasons, Applicant respectfully submits that the present 
patent application is in condition for allowance. An early indication of the allowability of 
the present patent application is therefore respectfully solicited. 

If Examiner Basi believes that a telephone conference with the undersigned would 
expedite passage of the present patent application to issue, he is invited to call on the 
number below. 

It is not believed that extensions of time are required, beyond those that may 
otherwise be provided for in accompanying documents. However, if additional 
extensions of time are necessary to prevent abandonment of this application, then such 
extensions of time are hereby petitioned under 37 C.F.R, §1.1 36(a), and the undersigned 
respectfully requests that she be contacted immediately. 
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Please accept payment of the above-calculated fees, and any extension of time fees by the following 
payment method: 

Please charge Deposit Account No. 50-3077 in the amount of $950.00. 
□ A check in the amount of S is enclosed. 

The U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is hereby authorized to charge payment of the followi 
fees associated with this communication or credit any overpayment to 



03 Deposit Account No. 50-3077 

□ the credit account identified in PTO-2038. 
13 Any filing fees under 37 C.F.R. § 1.16 for the presentation of extra claims. 
S Any patent application processing fees under 37 C.F.R. §1.17. 
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